        Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied 
Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia

Information on the Provision of Health Services to the Residents in the Occupied Territories of Georgia

Public Health Programmes

Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia implements following activities in the occupied territories of Georgia, in order to fight communicable diseases and ensure public health care and emergency medical assistance of the population leaving on that territory. 

In the frames of the State Immunization Programm the LEPL National Center for Disease Control and Public Health provided vaccines and consumables. Transfer of vaccines for routine immunization to the occupied territory of Abkhazia, in order to vaccinate the relevant age groups according to the Immunization Calendar is facilitated by the coordination mechanism (United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the project "Dialogue"). Vaccines are delivered on the occupied territory securing the proper transportation and storage (cold chain) principles several times each year.

In addition, Upon the request of de facto Ministry of Health of Abkhazia to the UNDP on provision of human anti-rabic vaccines, sufficient amount of anti-rabic immunoglobulin and antirabic vaccines were distributed to the occupied territory of Abkhazia.

In order to provide AIDS patients residing on the occupied territory of Abkhazia with the needed pharmaceutical products, 1st and the 2nd line ARV medicines for HIV/AIDS treatment and ARV monitoring test-systems were provided. Delivery of ARV medicines, procured by the NCDC under the State HIV/AIDS Management Program as well as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria to Sokhumi is organized by the NGO Z. Danelia Foundation „Tanadgoma“ according to the Decree of the Government of Georgia, adopted on the yearly basis (N830 of April 19, 2019). The Global Fund program pays for transportation of goods from Tbilisi to Sokhumi. 

In addition, ARV treatment monitoring laboratory tests (BD FACSPresto cartridge kits) and other consumables were provided to the region under the the harm reduction component of the Global Fund program. Population residing on the occupied territory of Abkhazia also benefit from the Needle and Syringe program.

For TB diagnostics cartridges for Xpert MTB/RIF equipment are provided for the population living on the occupied territory. Activities to deliver the pharmaceuticals and consumables to the occupied territory are implemented by the coordination mechanism (United Nations Development Program, the project "Dialogue"). In addition, Bacteriological tests for all TB patients are conducted at the National Referral Lab of Georgia: Sputum cultural study and sensitivity testing to the 1st and 2nd line TB medicines. National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) through the State Tuberculosis program and the Global Fund program procures 1st and 2nd line TB medicines, which are delivered to the occupied territory of Abkhazia with the support of the project “Dialogue” (Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) – France was also supporting in implementing this activity in the previous years). 

Within the framework of the Hepatitis C Management State Program, Hepatitis C rapid tests and consumables are provided to the occupied territory of Abkhazia, according to the decree of the Government of Georgia №2734, dated 28 December 2017. In March 2020 – September 14, 2020, Due to the coronavirus, no person living in the occupied territories has been treated under the Hepatitis C Management State Program.

State Referral Service Program

[bookmark: _GoBack]By the decision of the Commission of “Referral Service”, created under the Decree №331 of November 3, 2010 of the Government of Georgia for “making decisions of the patients’ medical assistance” 371 cases of 343 patients living in the conflict areas were financed by 1,126,635 GEL during March 2020 to September 14 2020 period.

Ambulance, Emergency and Medical Transportation Program

Within the State Health Program component “Ambulance, Emergency and Medical Transportation” relevantly equipped emergency vehicles and ambulances operate along the boundary line of the occupied territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia and ensures patients’ transportation to the appropriate health facilities. From October 1st to December 31st, 2019, 42 patients were transported, including 19 patients from the administrative boundary line of the occupied territory of Abkhazia and 23 patients from the administrative boundary line of the occupied territory of Tskhinvali region.

In addition, within the framework of the ambulance component of the above mentioned program, 57 ambulances were called from the occupied territories and 52 citizens were hospitalized.

